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APTICLE LTPEARED

U.S. Considers Return
Of Marines to Lebanon

By John M. Goshko
Washington Post Statt Writer

The Reagan administration, holding firm to its de-
mand that Israel withdraw immediately from West Bei-
rut, was considering last night whether to send US.
troops back to the Lebanese capital as part of a new,
temporary peace-keeping force involving France, Italy
and possibly other countries.

Administration sources, while stressing that no deci-
sions had been made, said the idea was under active con-
sideration because of the need for some force capable of
preventing turther tragedies such as the massacre Friday
of Palestinian civilians and maintaining stability in Bei-
rut until the Lebanese army can assert its authority.
Sources said that was the main topic of a 75-minute,
Cahinet-level meeting presided over by President Reagan
vesterday morning.

[The United States joined in unanimous approval by
the U.N. Security Council early yesterday of a resolution
condemning the “criminal massacre of Palestinian civil-
ians in Beirut.” Details on Page A19.]

A working-level group of State Department and De-
fense Department officials was directed to study the op-
tions further and report to the White House last night,
with the expectation that a decision on what course to
follow and the timing of an announcement will be made
today.
~ France and Italy, which participated with the United
States in the multinational force supervising evacuation
of the Palestine Liberation Organization from Beirut ear-
lier this month, have announced willingness to send
troops back in the wake of the killings.
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However, the sources said, President
Reagan was not ready, as of last night, to
acquiesce in reconstituting the force un-
less he is satisfied that the need cannot
be met through other means. These in-
clude stationing United Nations observ-
ers in Beirut or redeploying there the
UN. International Force in Lebanon
(UNIFIL) from southern Lebanon.

In addition, the sources continued, the
president insists that any U.S. participa-
tion,be tied to conditions such as guaran-
tees of cooperation from Israel and the
Lebanese government and willingness of
other countries to join the force.

In that connection, the sources said,
the administration is exploring whether
additional countries can be persuaded to
send troops.

Reagan’s caution about returning all or
part of the 800-member U.S. Marine
Corps contingent to Lebanon is under-
stood to be rooted in concern about ha-
wed between feuding Moslem and Chris-
tian communities there.

It could engulf the force in fighting
that would result in US. casualties or
shooting at Lebanese or Israelis.

The administration fears that such an
outcome would stir a hostile reaction
from the public and Congress. The pos-
sibility of U.S. Marines fighting Tsraeli
forces or any of the Lebanese factions
battling each other could create great
difficulties for Reagan’s hopes of getting
Arab-Israeli cooperation on with his new
Mideast peace initiative. However, some
sources, acknowledging obvious risks in
returning Marines to Beirut, said they

CONIINUED



think Reagan will be forced to conclude
that he has no other choice.

They said expanding the number of
U.N. observers in Beirut, as called for in
a resolution adopted yesterday by the
Security Council, or redeploying UNI-
FIL, whose severely limited powers made
it ineffective in southern Lebanon, prob-
ably would not calm tensions in the city.

Complicating the situation, the sources
added, is confusion on the ground in Bei-
rut.

There were initial indications that Is-
raeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin’s
government was ordering its forces out of
West Beirut in the aftermath of the furor
over the killings, but U.S. officials said
late vesterday that the pullback may
have stalled. .

These officials said the United States
hoped that last night's Israeli Cabinet
meeting would indicate more clearly
whether Israel intends to bow to the
swelling, worldwide demand that it leave
Beirut.

As of last evening, the officials noted,
they had no clear sign of how Begin
would react to the blistering language
used by Reagan Saturday in demanding
the Israeli withdrawal and implicitly
holding Israel responsible for the massa-
cre.

The sources described Reagan as ad-
amant about withdrawal of Israeli forces
that moved into West Beirut last Wed-
nesday after the assassination of Le-
banese President-elect Bashir Gemayel.
There was no immediate way of telling
whether his insistence will put the Unit-
ed States and Israel on what could be the

worst, collision course in 34 years of fre-
quently stormy relations, they said.
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Some sources said they hops that Be-

gin, forced on the defensive by the hor-
rified reaction in and outside Israel to the
massacre, will eiect to take a conciliatory

_course and not antagonize Reagan fur-

ther.

Some sources even speculated that the
situation might rebound to the U.S. ad-
vantage by forcing the Begin government,
which has rejected Reagan's peace initi-
ative, to be more flexible about the plan
as a way of demonstrating Israel’s desire
for peace.

However, the sources also said the ad-
ministration’s immediate focus was on
what one called “the hour-by-hour prob-
lem of restoring stability to Beirut” and
not on what might happen later.

Yesterday’s White House meeting ini-
tially was scheduled Saturday night as a
small session involving only the presi-
dent’s top policy advisers, but Reagan
later ordered it expanded to include the
full national security decision-aking
machinerv.

Attending _with Reagan were Vice

s} sh: Secre
George P. Shuliz; Defense Secretary Cas-

par W. Weinberger; U.N. Ambassador

Jeane J. Kirkpatrick; and CIA deputy

director James McMahon.

Also, Adm. James Watkins, acting
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff;
national security adviser William P.
Clark and his deputy Robert McFarlane,
and senior White House aides Edwin

‘Meese 111, James A. Baker III and Mi-

chael K. Deaver.

2

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/10/04 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000302450026-3

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/10/04 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000302450026-3



